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EDUCATION

Neil Abercrombie has always believed that the road to a prosperous and secure
future goes through the classroom, particularly in today’s technology-based
economy.

Abercrombie has championed efforts to modernize, renovate and repair the nation’s
schools while supporting jobs programs for education. He held Town Hall meetings
on Oahu with Vice President Al Gore to spotlight the need for federal funds to
modernize Hawaii’'s public school physical infrastructure. More recently, he
highlighted the great things the Hawaii public schools can do to Assistant Secretary
Peter Cunningham of the Obama Administration and discussed the availability of
federal funds to end Furlough Fridays. He backed emergency legislation to stabilize
and stimulate the economy during the recession to help schools across the country
avoid teacher and school employee layoffs and budget cuts to programs.

Through the annual Education Appropriation bills, Abercrombie worked hard every
year to increase funding for the education of disadvantaged students, low-income
families and children. He also ensured that the needs of Native Hawaiian education
were not overlooked, supporting necessary funding for curriculum development,
teacher training and recruitment programs, and renovation of public schools with
high percentages of Native Hawaiian students.

Abercrombie co-sponsored legislation to address problems with the No Child Left
Behind Act. And he worked to boost Federal Impact Aid, which compensates the
Hawaii Department of Education for the cost of educating children from military
families who attend public schools. This is critical because the public schools receive
no tax revenue from the military. He also recently cosponsored an important bill
that would increase Impact Aid to help Hawaii pay for the cost of educating compact
migrants.

He also promoted grants to expand access to early childhood programs and to
establish a universal prekindergarten program. And, he has worked toward making
a college education more affordable by expanding Pell Grants and lowering the
administrative costs associated with student loans.

ENERGY

Neil Abercrombie has been a strong advocate for energy independence for Hawaii
and for the United States. Here in Hawaii, he has championed and put federal funds
into research on the use of local agricultural crops as biofuels and on ocean-thermal
energy to generate electricity, and he’s helped fund research at UH into “flash
carbonization” technology, a process that turns waste to energy in under an hour,




and could help to reduce local landfills, create jobs and produce clean energy from
recycled waste.

He’s also worked on the national front advocating energy independence for the
United States. Working with Democrats and Republicans, Abercrombie has
produced two important pieces of legislation, including the American Independence
and Clean Energy Act of 2009, to reduce the country’s reliance on foreign oil, create
significant new source of revenue from the recovery of domestic fuels, and allocate
the new revenue to create sustained funding that pays for the full development of
alternative and renewable energy resources.

In April 2007, Abercrombie brought the Chairman of the House Committee on
Agriculture, Rep. Collin Peterson (MN) out to the state for a personal tour and
briefing on Hawaii’s agriculture-to-energy initiatives.

And, Abercrombie has been successful in winning Congressional funding for
advanced energy research in several Defense projects that have important
application for the military, Hawaii, and far beyond: a photovoltaic park at Pearl
Harbor, an Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion project off Oahu, which uses the
different water temperatures at various depths to generate energy, a hydrogen fuel
cell demonstration for outdoor lighting at Pearl Harbor, and a wave buoy off
Kaneohe that actually converts the kinetic energy of ocean waves into electric
power.

The military family residential communities, which have grown out of legislation
Abercrombie helped write in 1996, are among the most energy efficient in the
world. In fact, housing at Schofield Barracks is now considered the world’s largest
residential solar housing community. These new Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine
Corps homes feature energy efficient technologies in everyday use, including solar
water heating, photovoltaic systems, energy efficient appliances, paint, windows,
and roofs.

Finally, he believes we must act on the federal level to comprehensively address
climate change. Beginning with supporting improvements and efficiencies in the
federal government and being a long-time proponent of increasing fuel efficiency
standards for cars and other vehicles, Abercrombie understands these steps have
laid a good foundation for reducing the amount of energy we use. Ultimately, he also
voted in favor of H.R. 2454, the American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009.
H.R. 2454 would cap greenhouse gas emissions beginning in 2012, and create a
system of allowances to ensure this cap is being met. This measure sets the U.S. on a
course to create millions of new clean energy jobs and transform our nation’s
electric and transportation systems, as well as the way we use energy.




ENVIRONMENT

In June 1992, Neil Abercrombie and his colleague, the late Rep. Patsy Mink,
introduced legislation to preserve a 1400 square mile area in the shallow waters off
Kauai, Oahu, Maui, Molokai, and the Big Island as a National Marine Sanctuary to
protect the endangered humpback whale. In November 1992, the Hawaiian Islands
Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary was officially designated, and has
become one of 13 sanctuaries in the National Marine Sanctuary System, created
under the U.S. Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act. Nearly two-thirds
of the North Pacific humpback whale population migrates to Hawaii each winter.

Abercrombie has always believed that Hawaii is defined by a special bond with all
the other species on the planet and a profound respect for their right to exist in
harmony with the land. His role on the House Committee on Natural Resources has
provided the opportunity to be in the forefront of protecting and preserving our
natural treasures: the land, the oceans and the creatures in them. He was
instrumental in legislation to expand Pu'uhonua o Honaunau National Historical
Park on the Big Island. He introduced and passed the measure creating the James
Campbell National Wildlife Refuge Expansion on the North Shore of Oahu, and in the
2010 Appropriations Bill for the Department of Interior, was able to help target
$7.4M to complete the purchase of the refuge land.

In the Army’s Compatible Use Buffer program, the Congressman found funding to
conserve large tracts of valuable land on Oahu in Waimea, Moanalua Valley, and
Pupukea and Paumalu. He also secured House support and passage for legislation
and funding for the National Tropical Botanical Garden to continue its operations on
Kauai, Maui, and the Big Island, preserving Hawaii’s tropical plant diversity and
stemming the tide of extinction.

His concern about the effects of human-related activity on our marine mammals, led
Abercrombie to establish a comprehensive research program, focusing on the use of
Sound Navigation and Ranging (Sonar) equipment by the U.S. Navy. Sonar’s
powerful sound beams can damage the sensitive hearing of marine mammals —
primarily whales and dolphins— and may have even caused some deaths. He has
also targeted Department of Defense funds to mitigate the effects of Navy training
exercises in the marine environment by updating naval technology to avoid harming
marine mammals. Additionally, he authored and introduced legislation to better
understand and protect our marine mammals such as the beloved Hawaiian Monk
Seal and Humpback Whales in the National Marine Mammal Research Program Act.
Finally, Abercrombie also introduced and passed the legislation to ban the practice
of shark finning in U.S. waters.

Abercrombie also believes that widespread preventive measures and aggressive
response to outbreaks are essential to protect Hawaii’s native species and natural
ecosystems from alien and invasive species. In 2004, he requested a hearing in




Hawaii by the House Committee on Natural Resources to explore serious invasive
species problems in the Hawaiian archipelago. The hearing enabled the Committee,
including Rep. Abercrombie, to analyze Hawaii’s efforts and identify areas in which
the federal government could assist in the fight against invasive species. He has also
helped obtain federal funding to prevent the spread of invasive species and assisted
in House passage of legislation to stop the spread and begin the eradication of
Guam’s brown tree snake.

As an island state, Hawaii’s most precious resource is clean potable water. In 2005,
Abercrombie introduced and won House passage of the Hawaii Water Resources Act
to authorize projects: in Kalaeloa, Kealakehe and Lahaina to ensure Hawaii residents
have adequate potable water supplies.

However, water can also be a destructive force in the islands. Following the Ka Loko
Dam break on the island of Kauai, the Congressman worked to secure passage of the
Dam Safety Act, which requires an updated inventory and assessment of dams in the
United States. He also supported increased funding for these goals.

HEALTH CARE

On January 27, 1998, Dr. James Navin from Clinical Laboratories of Hawaii met with Neil
Abercrombie to discuss how inadequate reimbursement levels for Pap smear screening
could lead to the suspension of the test in Hawaii. Congressman Abercrombie agreed that
Hawaii women and their families could not afford the loss of our local laboratories’
efficiency and expertise on Pap smear pathologies, so he introduced the Investment in
Women's Health Act. In 1999, the Medicare Balanced Budget Act Refinement legislation
contained a provision directing the Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) to
increase the Pap smear reimbursement to a level that covers the costs of doing the lab
work and a commitment to protecting the lives of women in our community. The issue
bears directly on the health of Hawaii’s women because Pap smears helped produce a 70
percent decline in cervical cancer death rates over the past 50 years.

In 2009, Abercrombie wholeheartedly supported healthcare coverage for 11 million
children through an expansion of CHIP, the Children’s Health Insurance Program, which
will provide federal funding for 3,700 of Hawaii’s keiki, saving the state millions of dollars
each year. Federal funding will also be provided to cover lawful permanent resident
pregnant women present in the U.S. for less than five years. This will not only ensure
healthier babies who need less medical attention after birth, it will save the State of
Hawaii nearly $5 million annually.

An ardent supporter of the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Act and critical funding for
its programs, Abercrombie supported a five-year extension to guarantee access to
lifesaving medical services, primary care, and medications for low-income patients with




AIDS and HIV. This will ensure funding and care for one of the most vulnerable
populations in Hawaii.

When the Compacts of Free Association were reauthorized in 2003, Abercrombie
secured $30 million in annual funding through 2023, for a total of $600 million, to
offset the impact of compact migrants in Hawaii and other Pacific territories. He
also included additional authority for the state to seek funding for private health
care organizations that serve the compact migrant population. Because this funding
has never completely covered the State of Hawaii’'s healthcare costs for compact
migrants, the Congressman included a provision in the Health Care Reform Act to
provide federal Medicaid reimbursements.

Congressman Abercrombie has long derided the legislative stalemate on the perennial
issue of medical malpractice. During the debate on the Health Care Reform bill in the
House, he offered an amendment to start up a nation-wide demonstration project on
medical malpractice. The demonstration would cover, under the Federal Tort Claims Act,
charity care providers in medically underserved areas including those in high-risk
specialties. This proposal is unique in fully protecting a victim’s right to sue, allowing for
jury trials and lowering the societal costs associated with defensive medicine.

Reforming the Medicare Physician Payment system is also key to fixing our healthcare
system. Abercrombie supported House efforts to protect Medicare beneficiaries’ access
to physicians by permanently replacing the broken Medicare physician payment system
and repeal the scheduled 21% percent fee reduction. This needed reform is supported by
the American Medical Association and AARP.

Abercrombie has also championed greater health and safety issues for the country. He
helped grant the Food and Drug Administration authority to regulate advertising,
marketing, and manufacturing of tobacco products, the #1 cause of preventable U.S.
deaths, and to stop tobacco companies from targeting our children. He also supported
House efforts to fundamentally change the way we protect our food supply and close
security gaps exposed by recent food-borne illness outbreaks.

HUMAN & CIVIL RIGHTS

Almost ten years ago, Neil Abercrombie called attention to the unequal pay received by
women who performed the same work as men. He introduced a bipartisan resolution to
recognize the significance of Equal Pay Day to demonstrate the disparity between wages
paid to men and women. This fight culminated in the passage of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair
Pay Act, signed into law by President Obama in 2009. This law restores the rights of
women and other workers to challenge unfair pay—to help close the wage gap where
women earn 78 cents for every $1 a man earns in America.




There are many challenges facing the gay community, and as a member of the
Congressional LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transsexual) Equality Caucus,
Abercrombie worked to change the laws of the country to ensure equality for all
Americans. These issues include a repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell;” cosponsoring
legislation to allow a U.S. citizen to sponsor their “permanent partner;” and supporting
efforts to prohibit employers from discriminating against people based on sexual
orientation or gender identity.

In 1996, the Defense of Marriage Act, which prohibits federal recognition of same-sex
marriages, was signed into law. Abercrombie voted against the bill because he believes
the federal government should not regulate marriage and does not have the
constitutional authority to do so; the laws governing marriage are traditionally and
constitutionally under the authority of the states. Since its enactment, Abercrombie has
supported a repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act and has opposed efforts to prevent
same-sex marriages in the District of Columbia within federal appropriations bills.

Since it was enacted into law in 2001, Abercrombie has been gravely concerned about the
lack of protection for civil liberties in the USA PATRIOT Act. He opposed extensions of
the measure and has fought to reinstate protections for all U.S. citizens against
unwarranted searches and eavesdropping.

IMMIGRATION & FOREIGN RELATIONS

Neil Abercrombie has long been an advocate for comprehensive immigration reform
that addresses matters like backlogs for family reunification, workplace
enforcement, due process, humane enforcement that respects the needs of children
and other vulnerable community members, detention standards, and border
security. As the Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus Immigration
Taskforce Chairman, Rep. Abercrombie played an active role in supporting
Congressional efforts for comprehensive immigration reform, including co-
sponsoring the Comprehensive Immigration Reform for America’s Security and
Prosperity (CIR ASAP) Act of 2009.

During the recent healthcare reform debates, Abercrombie supported the
elimination of the five year waiting period for legal immigrants in the Medicaid
program; and opposed the imposition of any further barriers on legal immigrants
seeking to access federal health programs, including waiting periods to obtain
affordability credits to purchase health insurance.

Abercrombie also supported the Filipino Veterans Family Reunification Act (H.R.
1287 in the 111t Congress). The bill is intended to further recognize the World War
Il service of the approximately 7,000 Filipino veterans, who were naturalized under
the Immigration Act of 1990 and now reside in the United States. The bill seeks to




reunite these veterans with their families by exempting their adult children, many
who have been on immigration waiting lists for decades, from the worldwide and
numerical limitations on immigrant visas.

As a member of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus, Abercrombie’s
commitment to human rights for men and women around the globe has been
resolute and unwavering. He has supported aid to the victims of human trafficking
who end up in the United States, while also urging the State Department, through
USAID and our European Union allies, to provide assistance to African and Asian
governments to fight human trafficking in a holistic manner. Abercrombie focused
particular attention on the suppression of women in countries like Afghanistan,
supporting and lobbying for funding and legislation like the Afghan Women
Empowerment Act.

As an early supporter of legislation aimed at suppressing human trafficking and
supporting human rights, Abercrombie also worked on individual cases of illegal
and inhumane detention. One Honolulu resident was imprisoned for peaceful pro-
democracy activities in Vietnam. Abercrombie campaigned for his release, the
resident was freed, and Abercrombie continued to fight for the release of the other
pro-democracy activists.

NATIVE HAWAIIANS

Neil Abercrombie has worked closely with Senator Daniel K. Akaka on passage of
the Native Hawaiian Government Reorganization Act, called the Akaka Bill, since it
was first introduced in 1999. In fact, Abercrombie successfully shepherded the
legislation through the House committees and won approval by the full House in
2000 and 2007.

Senator Akaka and Rep. Abercrombie introduced the legislation again in 2009, and
Abercrombie once again steered the bill through House Committee hearings and to
the floor of the House for a vote in his last week as a Member of Congress. The
Akaka Bill passed in the House on a 245 to 164 vote.

Abercrombie introduced and secured House passage of the first federal
authorization for infrastructure funding for homestead land in Hawaii. The
Hawaiian Homelands Homeownership Act passed the House in 2000 as part of a
larger housing Bill, H.R.1776, later signed into law. Since the bill has been up for
reauthorization, he has passed the Native Hawaiian Homeownership Opportunity
Act on the House Floor three times under Democratic and Republican control.

On many occasions, programs benefitting Native Hawaiians have been attacked on
the House Floor and targeted for elimination. Congressman Abercrombie
successfully defended the programs and protected their federal funding. From




federal support for Native Hawaiian education to healthcare for Kalaupapa
residents, he has worked at the committee level and spoke on the House floor to
defend these worthy programs that help to sustain Hawaii’s native culture and
ultimately benefit all who are beneficiaries of it.

In some cases, federal activities in the Hawaiian Islands have required Congress to
take corrective actions. Congressman Abercrombie was part of the team that helped
to remediate and return Kahoolawe to the people of Hawaii and he will continue the
decade of effort he has made to see Makua Valley free from destructive military
training.

In the last Congress, his position on the Resources Committee gave him the
opportunity to cosponsor and secure committee passage of the Kalaupapa Memorial
Act to authorize Ka Ohana O Kalaupapa to establish a memorial to honor those who
were forcibly relocated to Kalaupapa. This legislation was ultimately included in the
Omnibus Lands package of 2009.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Neil Abercrombie has been an ardent and long-standing supporter for preventing hate
crimes. The Hate Crimes Prevention Act, giving law enforcement resources to prevent
and prosecute hate crimes against Americans based on gender, sexual orientation, gender
identity, or disability, was finally signed into law in October 2009.

Understanding the benefits of effective treatment for minor drug offenders rather than
incarceration, Abercrombie led the effort for several years to increase federal funding for
drug courts across the nation and in Hawaii. His efforts garnered support from over 70
Members of Congress and led to increased funds for this proven alternative.

Abercrombie has consistently supported funding for community justice assistance
programs under the Violence Against Women Act, COPS, and the Byrne Justice Assistance
Grant and obtained funding for the Honolulu Police Department to update its forensic lab,
the only full scale forensic laboratory in the Pacific Basin. He also obtained funding for
the University of Hawaii Richardson School of Law to continue an Innocence Project in
Hawaii, a legal program that allows UH law students to work to free wrongly incarcerated
individuals while gaining legal experience.




SMALL BUSINESS & THE ECONOMY

Following near-collapse of the U.S. economy and loss of millions of jobs across the
country at the end of 2008, Neil Abercrombie started looking for practical steps the
government could take to start rebuilding. In a number of meetings with small
business groups, he learned that bank lending to businesses had been nearly frozen,
and that many small business owners had to resort to their credit cards to cover
routine operating expenses. He was also told that small businesses were often
victims of the same unscrupulous billing practices by credit card companies that had
been outlawed for consumers. His response was to introduce The Small

Business Credit Card Act (HR 3457), which extends consumer protections against
illegal billing practices to small businesses with 50 or fewer employees. The
bipartisan legislation, widely hailed by the nation’s small businesses, is under active
consideration in the House and Senate.

Nearly two out of every three new jobs created in the past 15 years has been in
small businesses, and clearly, they would have to play a major role in job creation to
help turn around the current economy. Rep. Abercrombie knew their ability to
expand depended on increased demand for their products and services, and access
to capital. Working closely with Rep. Nita Lowey (D-NY), Senator May Landrieu (D-
LA) and Olympia Snowe (R-ME), he introduced legislation (H.R.4302) to increase
the limit on loans guaranteed by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) from
$2 million to $5 million. The budget neutral House and Senate legislation is strongly
supported by businesses and lenders across the country as a direct way to make
more capital available to businesses trying to expand and hire additional staff.

Small and medium size research and technology companies have also benefitted
from the Congressman’s position on the Armed Services Committee where he
defended and expanded the reach of the Small Business Innovative Research (SBIR)
and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs. Early in his
Congressional tenure, he led the fight to stop defense agencies and departments
from “bundling” federal contracts, thereby enabling small businesses to compete.
He also succeeded in persuading the Small Business Administration to establish the
Hawaii Women's Business Center. Finally, he regularly targeted federal research
funds to create jobs and expansion opportunities for Hawaii’s key dual use
companies.

For many years, Abercrombie has fought to reinstate the Spousal Travel Tax Deduction,
which would immediately increase business travel and stimulate the economy. Similarly,
he also championed the Business Meal and Entertainment Tax Deduction. These
proposals will benefit blue and white collar workers from taxi drivers, airline and rail
personnel, employees in retail, hotels, and restaurants to local attractions, theater,
museums, etc. Local government will also benefit as well with increased local tax
revenue and higher visitor numbers. Abercrombie succeeded in increasing the
deductibility of business meals in the House passed Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 and the




federal minimum wage tax offset package in 2000. These bipartisan bills are supported
by the Congressional Tourism Caucus and also have Senate companion bills.

Another long-standing fight for Abercrombie is the elimination of the Estate Tax or the
so-called “Death Tax.” Realizing high land valuations in Hawaii were preventing small
businesses from passing on to the next generation, Abercrombie joined efforts to
eliminate the Estate Tax for small and family businesses. He also joined House efforts to
provide permanent estate tax relief by freezing it at the 2009 level so that certainty and
stability is provided for farmers and small businesses.

A recent boost to the economy, Abercrombie supported the passage and funding of the
Cash for Clunkers Program, an idea first proposed by President Obama. This program
doubled car sales in Hawaii and increased fuel economy by nearly 60 percent for people
who participated in the program.

VETERANS & MILITARY AFFAIRS

In January 2007, Representative Neil Abercrombie was named Chairman of the
House Armed Services Subcommittee on Air and Land Forces, with oversight for U.S.
Army and Air Force operations, budget, and equipment and weapons systems
procurement. Taking his responsibility seriously, he and his Subcommittee insisted
on unprecedented levels of accountability for the Army’s multi-billion dollar Future
Combat Systems. Abercrombie began questioning the program’s concept, budget
and schedule, and pressing the Army for more rigorous technology testing plans and
realistic cost estimates. His oversight fundamentally reshaped the program and
saved the American taxpayer hundreds of millions of dollars.

With thousands of U.S. troops deployed to Irag, Chairman Abercrombie and his
subcommittee kept a watchful eye on the equipment needs of our men and women
in combat. When he learned that the U.S. Marine Corps was dragging its feet on
building and deploying enough Mine Resistant Armor Protected vehicles (MRAPs) to
better shield personnel in Iraq from Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs), he
promptly held hearings to get the facts, and then pushed the Marine Corps and
Department of Defense to fund an accelerated program to build MRAPs and get
them overseas where they were needed. Those vehicles have been credited with
saving thousands of American lives.

Abercrombie and his subcommittee also pushed for the establishment of better
testing and evaluation for lighter weight, more effective body armor to save lives,
and better combat helmets to reduce the effects of traumatic brain injury from
explosions.

As the Irag War wore on, Representative Abercrombie became one of the nation’s
strongest champions for the nation’s National Guard and Reserve forces. He learned




that many of them, including his own Hawaii National Guard, had been forced to
deploy to Iraq and Afghanistan without their full complement of critical equipment.
And, when the units rotated home, they were forced to leave most of their
communication and transportation equipment behind for the next Guard unit being
deployed. They didn’t have the proper equipment to train for combat before they
went, and couldn’t bring home the equipment they would need to train for the next
deployment. Abercrombie responded by retargeting more than $800-million in the
Defense budget from expensive futuristic weapons programs to provide the funds to
properly equip the Guard and Reserve units.

In 2007, Abercrombie introduced and passed a bi-partisan bill requiring the
redeployment of U.S. troops from Iraq, H.R. 3087, which required the Bush
Administration to report to Congress in 60 days, and every 90 days thereafter, on
the status of planning for the redeployment of our troops from Iraq. This bill passed
the House on a bipartisan vote of 377-46 in October 2007.

That same year, he introduced H.R.400, the War Profiteering Prevention Act, which
cracks down on U.S. contractors in Iraq and Afghanistan who have attempted to
defraud the U.S. government by bid rigging, overcharging for goods and services, or
other forms of contract fraud. The bill passed in the House October 9, 2007 on an
overwhelming vote of 375-3. Because the bill was never passed by the Senate and at
the request of the Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction (SIGIR), he re-
introduced the legislation in the 111t Congress as H.R.1667.

For many years, there was never enough base housing for military families, and
nearly two thirds of what existed was substandard. And, due to competing
priorities for annual Congressional appropriations, it would have taken 30 years to
resolve the problem. Abercrombie began to work on the problem with Republican
Congressman Joel Hefley, and their effort culminated in Military Housing
Privatization Initiative, included in the 1996 National Defense Authorization Act. It
allowed the Department of Defense to form joint ventures with private corporations
to upgrade and build new housing, paid for by residents from their monthly military
housing allowance, rather than depending on annual appropriations. Generations of
military families — the wives, husbands and children of our active duty personnel in
the U.S. Army, Air Force, Marine Corps and Navy— can now live in high quality,
secure and comfortable homes. The housing projects have been critical to keeping
the Hawaii construction industry afloat during the economic downturn, and have
helped reduce the competition for affordable housing between civilian and military
families by providing our military families with high-quality, energy efficient, on-
base units.

As more and more American men and women in uniform were deployed to Iraq and
Afghanistan, Abercrombie understood that the nation’s responsibility to its armed
forces did not end the day they left the military. He cosponsored the Post 9/11 GI
Bill, to provide real education benefits for military veterans and make a college
education a reality for millions of men and women.




Abercrombie won authorization for hundreds of millions of dollars in Hawaii
military construction projects during nearly 20-year tenure including: barracks,
family housing, submarine berthing wharves, aircraft fuel storage tanks, dry-dock
improvements, waste treatment plants, family services centers and other
infrastructure requirements.

He was the primary House advocate for the renovation of Schofield Barracks’
historic quads and the Whole Barracks Renewal project, including 11 phases
spanning 20 years and infusing $779 million into the Hawaii economy. He also
campaigned successfully for $23.5M for the Army’s purchase of the Kahuku Training
Area, which was one of the Army’s highest priorities for training in Hawaii.

Abercrombie saw the need for developing the Pacific Missile Range Facility (PMRF)
as the primary test range for the nation, and worked with the delegation to ensure
its development. He convinced the highest level Naval officials to designate PMRF as
the Navy’s primary Pacific test range and initiated a request for and secured $20
million to upgrade the facilities. He continues to advocate for maintaining and
upgrading this critical national security asset.

Abercrombie has long been a strong advocate for naval shipyard readiness needs.
He continually sought to ensure that all available funding was directed toward
critical ship repair requirements nationwide. In Hawaii, he helped protect Pearl
Harbor Naval Shipyard from closure in the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC)
process in 2005, using his personal relations with BRAC Commission members to
educate them on the shipyard’s vital importance.

He also served as a liaison between the Navy, labor unions, and shipyard
management, encouraging open communication among all parties and the
development of a cooperative and more productive working relationship to ensure
the future success and survival of the shipyard.

Abercrombie played a critical role in retaining the National Guard's Youth
ChalleNGe program, because he saw that the Hawaii program adds immeasurably
toward national defense by building strong working relationships between the
National Guard and local communities. The Challenge Program helps Guard
members develop their leadership skills in a real-life environment, and guides at-
risk youth toward productive, healthy lives.

Abercrombie won approval for more than $234 million in Congressional funding to
expand opportunities for the defense technology industry in Hawaii. He’s been a
strong supporter of dual-use technology research and development, encouraging
the House Armed Services Committee to elevate the priority of this effort.

With the vision of creating a world-class historic area, Abercrombie secured funding
to remediate the land, and assisted in the establishment of the Pacific Aviation




Museum on Ford Island. He recently secured $3.4 million to save the Aviation
Control Tower, a significant piece of the historic Pearl Harbor view.

He took on his colleagues in the House and fought for a vision of establishing the
alpha and omega of World War II, making Pearl Harbor the homeport for the USS
Missouri, immediately aft of the U.S.S. Arizona Memorial. He pushed to ease the
burden of paying for the dry-docking and maintenance of the Mighty Mo through the
elimination of lease payments to the Navy, which resulted in a recent compromise
with the Secretary of the Navy to value military use of the ship as in-kind payment
for the ongoing lease of Pier Foxtrot Five. He also helped to secure the authorization
for the U.S.S. Oklahoma memorial on Ford Island.

Abercrombie single-handedly championed the renovations and building of the
second tower of the Hale Koa Hotel, allowing more armed forces members and their
families to have a place for R & R.

Neil Abercrombie authored the Hawaiian Waters Chemical Munitions Safety Act of
2006, requiring the Secretary of the Army to conduct a survey and monitor off-shore
sites in the vicinity of the Hawaiian Islands where chemical munitions were dumped
by the U.S. military at the close of WWII. The legislation also supported research
into the public and environmental health impact of chemical munitions disposal in
the ocean, and required a detailed report on remediation plans for such disposal
sites. It has also resulted in the first plan to demonstrate technologies in Hawaii to
retrieve underwater munitions for on-site demilitarization.

It was Abercrombie’s legislation that accelerated and completed the transfer of the
former Naval Air Station (NAS) Barber’s Point land to help facilitate the continued
development of West Oahu. Years earlier when the base closed, he fought
successfully to keep the Barber’s Point base commissary open.

In 1993, Abercrombie sponsored legislation authorizing award of the Purple Heart
Medal to those injured or Kkilled from ‘friendly fire.’

TRICARE for Life, which allows TRICARE healthcare to provide secondary coverage
for military retirees eligible for Medicare, was championed by Abercrombie. The
measure became public law in the 2001 National Defense bill.

Earlier, he had pushed for a Medicare Subvention pilot program to allow Medicare-
eligible military retirees to continue receiving treatment at Military Treatment
Facilities. The legislation allowed Medicare to pay the Department of Defense for all
Medicare-eligible retirees, just as it would pay civilian health care providers. This
program was the first step in ensuring lifetime medical coverage for all military
retirees.

Realizing that the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan were creating a new generation of
military veterans who had sacrificed for the country, Abercrombie co-sponsored the




New GI Bill of Rights for the 21st Century, a package of education benefits based
simply on months of active duty. For the first time ever, National Guardsmen and
Reservists were eligible for VA education benefits and had access to TRICARE, the
military’s healthcare program. The GI Bill of Rights also included protection for the
incomes of those who had experienced pay cuts when they were called up.

Abercrombie introduced a House bill to revise eligibility requirements that have
prevented hundreds of thousands of veterans from getting medical treatment for
illnesses caused by radiation exposure during their military service. These veterans
were exposed to radiation during atmospheric nuclear testing at numerous sites
from 1945 to 1962 and the occupation of Hiroshima and Nagasaki after World War
IL.

And, he lead a long-standing effort to pass House to provide promised compensation
for Filipino military veterans who served as part of U.S. forces during World War II.

Over the years, Rep. Neil Abercrombie has been honored for his steadfast support
for the men and women in the United States armed forces, for their families, and for
the nation’s veterans and military retired:

* The 2009 Harry S. Truman Award and the 2007 Charles Dick Award from the
National Guard Association of the United States for contributions to the Guard
and the military;

* The U.S. Army Reserve 9th Regional Support Command Appreciation Award;

* The Senior Army Reserve Commanders Association Legislator of the Year
Award; and

* The U.S. Army Corp of Engineers Silver de Fleury Medal




